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As ALCOSAN Releases Plan,  
Campaign Organizes Ratepayers for Green Solutions 

With the release today of ALCOSAN’s plan to fix the sewer overflow problem, the region 
embarks on the path to the largest public works project in our history.  But the ALCOSAN plan 
fails to capitalize on the opportunity to multiply the impact of the investment by including 
green methods of stormwater management in its plan.  The Clean Rivers Campaign (CRC), 
which has been educating and organizing ratepayers as well as building community support for 
months, will use the public comment period to urge ALCOSAN to work with the EPA to create a 
new timeline that would encourage green methods and create a more affordable approach and 
sustainable future for our region. 

“We know the EPA is paying attention, and we know that they favor plans that maximize green 
stormwater controls,” said Brenda Smith, Executive Director of Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association. “The opportunity is here for our region to create an innovative plan that provides 
the most benefits to our neighborhoods and our region, creates permanent jobs and is the 
affordable solution.” 

The ALCOSAN Plan will cost nearly $4 billion to build gray infrastructure, including huge tunnels 
under the rivers to hold stormwater.  The Clean Rivers Campaign argues that regional green 
solutions will not only manage stormwater but bring huge benefits to communities across the 
ALCOSAN service area – benefits that include everything from cleaner air to improved business 
districts to jobs that will be available sooner.  “Ratepayers like me want to see that investment 
come back to our communities not be buried under the river. That’s like getting two for one for 
our money” said Hazel Jones-Hamilton, Vice President of Hazelwood Chapter of ACTION United. 

The EPA just awarded the Clean Rivers Campaign and 3 Rivers Wet Weather a grant to study 
how maximizing green solutions in the wet weather control plan could impact the ALCOSAN 
Service Area.  The CRC is also working to bring the EPA to Pittsburgh to meet with ratepayers, 
community groups, governmental agencies and other stakeholders to talk about moving away 
from a strictly gray plan.  “Pittsburgh has led the nation on so many green initiatives. Greening 
our wet weather plan is the logical thing to do. We can preserve our rivers and our 



communities by making a smart investment that will also benefit generations to come” said 
Jenny Rafanan Kennedy, CRC Campaign Coordinator.  “We are merely stewards of our 
communities and we owe it to future generations to do this right.” 

The release of the plan today is just the first step. This begins a public comment period that will 
last through October 19th.  Individuals and organizations involved in the Clean Rivers Campaign 
will use that period to work with ALCOSAN, the EPA and other stakeholders to create a long 
range plan to maximize public investment through the inclusion of green stormwater 
management methods.  The first public meeting is scheduled for August 16th. 

The campaign has a number of citizens of Allegheny County ready to comment on the 
anticipated plan who understand the issue of the Consent Decree, what’s at stake, what 
ALCOSAN is expected to propose, and what they would like to see in their communities.  
Available spokespersons include: 

• Educated Rate Payers 
• Community Leaders 
• Faith Leaders 
• Experts on Green Policy and Implementation  

 

 

The Clean Rivers Campaign is a collaborative effort of ACTION United, Clean Water Action, Nine Mile Run 
Watershed Association, Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network, Pittsburgh UNITED, and Sierra Club. 


