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ALCOSAN listens to rate payers, officials; 

Requests time to include Green Solutions in wet weather plan submitted to EPA 

Thanks to weeks of heated public testimony calling for inclusion of green solutions in the regional wet 

weather plan, today ALCOSAN submitted its plan with a request for an 18 month extension to study the 

inclusion of green infrastructure.   The submitted plan, which calls for giant tunnels under the river, 

doesn’t meet the EPA guidelines for affordability nor does it adequately address the problem of sewage 

flowing into the river.  Activists from The Clean Rivers Campaign have insisted that including green 

stormwater management solutions in the plan will be more affordable, more effective and will ensure 

that the largest public works project in our history will capitalize on the opportunity to multiply the 

impact of the investment and bring the most benefits to our community.  

During the public comment period hundreds of citizens, public officials, and organizations, organized as 

the Clean Rivers Campaign (CRC) spoke up to urge ALCOSAN to work with the EPA to create a new 

timeline that would encourage green methods and create a more affordable approach and sustainable 

future for our region. 

“Our next step will be to encourage the EPA to grant an extension and insist that ALCOSAN develop a 

plan to include service area-wide green solutions like so many other places around the country have 

done,” said Rabbi Ron Symons, a faith leader with the Clean Rivers Campaign.  “We are planning a 

Twitter Rally for Friday to let the EPA know that ratepayers want to start with a smarter green 

investment that brings jobs and benefits to our neighborhoods, rather than the expensive gray solution 

ALCOSAN has proposed.  We look forward to working with ALCOSAN, the County and service area 

municipalities for better solution.” 

The ALCOSAN Plan will cost nearly $4 billion to build gray infrastructure, including huge tunnels under 

the rivers to hold storm water—doubling or tripling sewage rates.  The Clean Rivers Campaign argues 

that regional green solutions will not only manage storm water but bring huge benefits to communities 

across the ALCOSAN service area – benefits that include everything from cleaner air to improved 

business districts to jobs that will be available sooner.  

“Ratepayers like me want to see that investment come back to our communities not be buried under 

the river. That’s like getting two for one for our money” said Hazel Jones-Hamilton, Vice President of 

Hazelwood Chapter of ACTION United. 

The Clean Rivers Campaign will continue to fight to prioritize green solutions.  The Campaign is currently 

working with stakeholders, including the 83 municipalities in the ALCOSAN service area, to help them 



understand how they can implement green practices and how much more funding could be available to 

help them construct and maintain these kinds of facilities if ALCOSAN took a green approach. 

 

The campaign has a number of citizens of Allegheny County ready to comment on the anticipated plan 

who understand the issue of the Consent Decree, what’s at stake, what ALCOSAN is expected to 

propose, and what they would like to see in their communities.  Available spokespersons include: 

 Educated Rate Payers 

 Community Leaders 

 Faith Leaders 

 Experts on Green Policy and Implementation  

 

The Clean Rivers Campaign is a collaborative effort of ACTION United, Clean Water Action, Nine Mile 

Run Watershed Association, Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network, Pittsburgh UNITED, and Sierra 

Club. 

 


