
To: ALCOSAN Ratepayers 

From: The Clean Rivers Campaign 

Date: January 29, 2015 

RE: Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN) Public Meeting – Jan 28, 2015 

 

 

On January 28
th

, ALCOSAN held its first of three public information sessions entitled, 

“ALCOSAN & You: Working Together for Clean Water.”  ALCOSAN Executive Director 

Arletta Scott Williams announced at the outset that they didn’t “have a lot of new information” 

to present at this annual education forum.  Since ALCOSAN submitted its plan two years ago no 

substantial or detailed updated has been presented to the public.  

These meetings showed that the dialogue at our authority and in our region has shifted 

dramatically thanks to the hard work of ratepayers across the region.  We have moved from a 

dialogue about a Wet Weather Control Plan focused solely on tunnels to one that touts the 

benefits and importance of green infrastructure. Unfortunately, that new rhetoric was not 

supported with evidence. In fact, the information presented suggests that the plan and budget 

have not fundamentally shifted. What the public heard at these meetings was more of the same. 

Attendees saw budgets that reflect gray priorities, excuses for why things can’t be done rather 

than solutions, and a presentation long on spin but short on details, metrics, and commitments.   

These meetings were billed as a community discussion of “cost-effective solutions and potential 

benefits to our community and the environment.” Instead, the ALCOSAN senior staff addressed, 

in broad strokes, the general operations of the plant, the characteristics of the ALCOSAN 

system, the authority’s community outreach, and the history, goals, and current publicly 

available status of the Wet Weather Plan. While providing useful background information and an 

accessible format that would have been helpful in previous years, the presentation lacked the 

relevant updates, details, and transparency that ratepayers seek.  

It is clear we are at a critical juncture in the path to fixing our sewage overflow problem.  If new 

leadership is not in place to develop and implement the plan going forward, then the region can 

only expect more of the same. Although ALCOSAN claims to have heard the concerns of 

ratepayers, they have yet to make concrete commitments in response. Instead, we need 

innovative leadership to take the rhetoric from “vision” to reality.  If true transparency and 

accountability are not brought to bear upon ALCOSAN, then ratepayers will be stuck with the 

bill for a plan that is not strategic or sustainable for our region.  

 

Attachments 

1. Clean Rivers Campaign Press Release – January 28, 2015 

2. ALCOSAN Statement Fact Check 

3. Memo: ALCOSAN Funding of Green Infrastructure in Customer Municipalities 


